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Have YOU Ordered 


Free Promotion Material ? 


Your Boat To Bermuda Is Waiting... 





This is the third of the twelve Clue Club 
shows you'll play this year — and this is a 
reminder of the swell prize some smart 
operator is going to win! 

On release of the twelfth Clue Club produc- 
tion, TWO tickets for the New York to 
Bermuda cruise will be awarded to the 
showman whose promotion for the series 
is judged best. Save your Clue Club cam- 
paigns, submit them at the end of the year 
and spend your vacation in Bermuda 


(prize gives you full stop-over privileges)! 


Requests for these accessories have swamped the boys 
at Black Mask Magazine, but the printers are caught 
up now and they’ll send yours the minute they receive 
your request. 

This material can be used in conjunction with other 
Clue Club promotion or as part of your regular cam- 
paign. Full facts of the elaborate Black Mask Magazine 
tieup, devoting a complete section every month to a 


contest on the current Clue Club film, will be found in 
the press book for ‘‘The White Cockatoo.”’ 
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FREE Membership Cards. You fill in 
member’s name and sign it. Black Mask 
readers must have these cards to enter 
contest. They can only get them from 
you or by writing us. 





The Rules Are Simple 


Take your choice of the sug- 
gestions in “‘The White Cocka- 
too” press book — add your 
own if you want to—and the 
new champ of show business 
gets the TWO trips on the fin- 
est of the Furness-Bermuda 
Line’s ships. 


Two round trip cruises from New York to Ber- 
muda will be awarded by Warner Bros. Pictures, 
Inc., to the Theatre-owner or Manager submitting 
the best all-around promotion campaigns on the 
Clue Club series, ending two months after release 
of the twelfth issue. 


Mention of the Bermuda Trips via Furness-Ber- 
muda Lines offered through the Clue Club Contest 
in Black Mask Magazine must be made in con- 
junction with the campaigns on at least six of 
the Clue Club productions. 


All phases of the campaign including activities of 
the Clue Club, advertising, publicity, lobby dis- 
play, tie-ups, and other exploitation will be con- 
sidered in determining the award. Proofs of ad- 
vertising, tear sheets of publicity, photos and 
samples of exploitation stunts must be submitted 
by contestants wherever possible. These should be 
accompanied by a brief typewritten description 
of the campaign as a whole. 


Campaigns based on Warner Bros. Merchandising 
Plans for this picture are as eligible for the 
awards as are original ideas. 


Contest begins with release of ‘‘The White 
Cockatoo”’ and all entries must be received not 
later than two months following official release 
date of the twelfth Clue Club production. 


The judges will be Major Albert W. Warner, 
Vice-President of Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 
W. Epes Sargent, Exploitation Editor of “Vari- 
ety,” and Cyrus F. Judson, General Passenger 
Agent of the Furness-Bermuda Line. Their deci- 
sion will be final. 


Warner Bros. cannot be responsible for the re- 
turn of any material submitted. 


Address all entries to Clue Club Campaigns Con- 
test, Warner Bros., 32 West 44th Street, New 
York, N. Y. 
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12 pages devoted exclu- 
sively to the Clue Club 
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Cockatoo.” If you haven’t 


CIMPRINT HERE] 


FREE Newsstand Posters. Available 
every month, printed in dark green 
on 14 x 22 light green board. Ameri- 
can News Co. agent will take care of 
distribution. Just tell him what you 

want and he'll tell how many to order. & 
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A Heavy Build-Up With A Light Budget 


9 WAYS TO PUT MYSTERY 
IN YOUR LOBBY NOTICES 





Here are a collection of inexpensive. 
easily-handled ideas which set up the mys- 
tery-atmosphere. You'll find they’re all 
applicable for lobby use particularly. We 
don’t expect you'll use ’em all—but we do 
think you can use any of ’em. 


BLOODY DAGGER 


Can you borrow an ornately jeweled dagger 
from a eostumer or jeweler? Placed in an 
antique chest, it’ll look good with a ecard 
saying: ‘‘This is a replica of the dagger 
used by the bloody Borgia family 300 years 
ago and featured in ‘The Florentine Dag- 
ger,’ coming to this Theatre soon.’’ 


CAN YOU PULL IT OUT ? 


Another dagger, stuck into a dummy or box, 
can be made into an interesting stunt. A re- 
lease mechanism will enable it to be pulled 
out only at certain times of the day. Passes. 
of course, to those who ean pull it out. 


TEASER SNIPE 


In advance of opening, spot a few 11 x 14 
eards with red splotches on them. Lettering 
says: ‘‘ ‘The Florentine Dagger’ will strike 
on (Wednesday).’’ Hither draw a dagger on 
the card, or pin it up with some inexpensive 
knife affair. 


ATMOSPHERIC SPOTS 


Of course, you’ll have the usual vari-colored 
spots to create that mystery effect... no? 


DAGGER DISPLAY 


Librarian or history teacher can help you eol- 
lect Florentine, Venetian, Russian, French, 
Roman and other daggers. Identification 
eards for the patrons’ sake. 


GOT ANY MASKS? 


From that same costumer, you probably ean 
get life-masks. Card tells gapers that they’re 
replicas of masks used by the Borgias cen- 
turies ago. Tie-in: masks form an important 
element in solution of picture’s story. 


BORGIA HISTORY 


Hero of the picture is supposed to be the 
last of the Borgias. Any relies you can un- 
cover in town—or photostat blowups of 
family’s history will give you an authentic 
lobby. 


SUSPENDED DAGGER 


This one is good for lobby or for window of 
electric company, if you can get it. A ‘‘Flor- 
entine Dagger’’ is suspended from the ceil- 
ing by a transparent wire of string. (Elec- 
tricians know the light combinations which 
will give you the invisible wire effect.) Win- 
dow-watchers see dagger in mid-air and 
wonder how come. Copy card, plugging your 
date, tells "em why but not how. 


LOBBY KNIFE-THROWERS 
Part of your lobby, roped off, will make this 


stunt easy. You rig up a target and provide 


a few knives or daggers. Patrons can step 
up and take a shot at the target. Anyone 
who can make the knife stick in the bull’s- 
eye, gets an Annie Oakley. 


nh 


: F 
Twelve minutes of action and mystery 


plus three minutes of announcement on 
picture. (Sketch may also be pre- 


sented by your ‘‘Clue Club’’ at their 
next meeting). You can get enough 
mimeographed copies for each member 
of the cast, by writing Campaign Plan 
Editor, Warner Bros., 321 West 44th 
Street, N. Y. C. 





2 BOOK STORE TIE-UPS 





Here are two book angles for you to work 
on: 


1. Ben Heeht, author of ‘‘The Florentine 
Dagger’’ has written many noted books. 
Copy and stills will simplify a window 
display... 

2. Tie-up window display of books on 
Borgia history with stills from picture. 
Copy may read: ‘‘Read about the Bor- 
gias, bloody murderers of the 15th cen- 
tury. See the strange story of the last 
Borgia in ‘The Florentine Dagger’ com- 
THe SOTHO et eee Theatre.’’ 


: AUTHOR’S PAST HITS 


Ben Hecht has turned out many screen hits. 
Action stills from some of the best, in a 
lobby frame, will give you another selling 
angle. Copy identifies past hits, builds up 
this film, and sets up Ben Hecht for book 
and other tieups. 

~ 


i MASKED WOMAN BALLY 


You may lke this one. Woman in black or 
all white with eye mask to match, promen- 
ades through main streets of town distribut- 
ing throwaways and theatre programs. 


w 
j CUT-OUT FROM 6-SHEET 





Here’s a chance 
to make a neat 
full-color marquee 
flash, over 6-sheet 
in height. Ilustra- 
tion shows your 
artist how our 6- 
Sheet can be re- 
vamped. Compare 
this sketch to post- 
er reproduced on 


baek page. 
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RADIO SPOT PLUG : 


Still following the suggestion of Gene Cur- 
tis, of Famous Players Canadian, we are 
continuing these radio spot announcements 
as a regular feature of our pressbooks. And 
if you can get the radio time here’s your 
copy—all ready to take the air... 


100-WORD ANNOUNCEMENT 


A maddened woman flung her arm aloft, 
held it poised for a lightning second, and 


_-—the Florentine Dagger had found an- 


other victim. It is the curse of the Borgias 
come to life in 1935. The most thrilling 
mystery of the month, chosen by Warner 
Bros.’ Clue Club experts and written by 
dynamic Ben Hecht, will open tomorrow 
hdd EE EES Theatre. Its name 
is “The Florentine Dagger,” and it stars 
a new romantic team, Miss Margaret Lind- 
say and Donald Woods. In the supporting 
cast, you will see C. Aubrey Smith, as the 
brilliant psychoanalyst, Robert Barrat, as 
an Italian Philo Vance, and Florence Fair 
who will chill you with her mask of flesh. 
See this mystery - - it’s different! 


Ww 


4 RADIO FLASH TEASER | 


If you can get a break at your local sta- 
tions, get a woman’s scream, followed by 


- one of those horrible heh-heh-heh laughs. 


Then the menacing voice: ‘‘ ‘The Florentine 
Dagger’ has struck again.’’ 


DAGGER TEASER SPOTTED 
: IN COOPERATING STORES 


You know the large stores in your town; 
you’re familiar with the small ones. Plant 
one dagger (or papier maché duplieate) in 
each of many stores around town. Bury part 
of the blade in a grape-fruit if it’s a food 
store; in a cake if it’s the bake shop, ete. 
Have each card ask one question such as: 


(1) How much does The Florentine Dagger 
weigh? (2) How deep is blade imbedded’? 
(3) How wide is the blade? 


Plant these daggers and questions all over 
town. And, of course, don’t forget ecards an- 
nouncing picture, where, when and who. 


Ww 


e MASK DISPLAY IN STORES 


Department and novelty stores sell masks. 
Arrange for window displays with store 
managers and ask permission to put stills 
alongside. Order the following stills which 
show masks: FD63, 75, 78; DR Pub L, O, 
PG By es 


Ww 


: GIANT MARQUEE DAGGER | 


A compo board, radium paint dagger, with 


spotlights playing, will give you that effec- 
tive marquee display. Carpenter can cut out 
dagger and spray it with radium paint. 
Copy on it sells title and stars. Same idea 
could be used in lobby, with addition of 
scene stills and catchlines from ads. 


Ww 


é DICKS ON LOBBY P.A. 


For a flash opening, you might invite local 
sleuths to talk over lobby P.A. system. A 
famous crime that parallels the one in pic- 
ture could be the subject. Staff announcer 
could question ’em as to how, why, and 
when. Don’t forget to let the papers know 
about the stunt. You might ask ’em to send 
reporters down to hear the detectives’ spiel. 


Ps 


i FOR PERSONAL COLUMNS _ 


Use gag copy in personal columns of local 
papers. Roxy in N. Y. featured it in a recent 
campaign. Here are a couple of samples: 


MARIO—Mother frantic at disappearance 
of The Florentine Dagger. Beg you to 
Fetarib aie ta THe fae ae Se Theatre 
manager, ; 

LUCREZIA 


CESARE—Mario has vanished with the 
Florentine Dagger. Must be appre- 
hended at once. No telling what he’ll 
do. Mother prostrate. Manager of 
seeSaea coe he ee tee Theatre will help. 

LUCREZIA 


REMINDER: 
The 6-Day 
*“Clue Game’? 


Contest in the 


press book for 
“The White 


Cockatoo’’ is 


still good. Have 


you seen it? 
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DAILY PUBLICITY 


LEAD-OFF STORY 
ys 


‘Florentine Dagger’ 
Clue Club Mystery 
Booked for Strand 


“The Florentine Dagger,’ se- 
lected by the Clue Club as one 
of the most thrilling and baf- 
fling mystery melodramas, is 
scheduled as the feature attrac- 
Flow bes Saw Theatre 





written by Ben Hecht, famous 
author of “Searface,” “Hallelu- 
jah, ’m A Bum,” “Crime Without 
Passion,” “Turn Back the Clock” 
and many others. 

The picture deals with the ro- 
mance of Juan Cesare who has 
written a play about the murder- 
ous Borgias of centuries ago, and 
Florence Ballau, star of the pro- 
duction, who is called upon in 
the drama to slay her lover. 

Juan Cesare, himself a descend- 
ant of the Borgias, fears he has 
a phobia for murder, even as had 
his ancestors. He calls on Flor- 
ence’s father to ask her hand in 
marriage and is. refused. He 
leaves in a daze of passion. That 
night he is horrified to learn that 
Florence has left the theatre on 
a pretext of illness and that her 
father has been found dead with 

_a Florentine dagger, with which 
the Borgias are supposed to have 
done some of their killings, in 
his heart. 

Juan is so confused he does 
not know whether he committed 
the crime in his dazed condition, 
or whether Florence had done it, 
although she is arrested for the 
deed. The suspense grows in in- 
tensity until the smashing climax 
in which the baffling mystery is 
solved and the slayer discovered. 

Dounala Woous aud Margaret 
Lindsay head the all-star cast, 
Woods playing the part of Juan 
Cesare, while Miss Lindsay is his 
sweetheart. 

Henry O’Neill has the role of 
the theatrical producer, while C. 
Aubrey Smith takes the part of 
a psychiatrist who is trying to 
eure Woods’ fear complex. 

Robert Barrat is the police 
captain and Florence Fair the 
housekeeper in the Ballau home. 

Others in the cast inelude 
Frank Reicher, Charles Judels, 
Rafaela Ottiano, Paul Porcasi, 
Eily Malyon, Egon Brecher and 
Henry Kolker. 

The scenes are laid in the pic- 
turesque mountains of Italy, and 
in gay Vienna. A replica of the 
Borgia castle was built for the 
production and is one of the 
most elaborate sets ever built on 
the Warner Bros. lot. 


In Her Eyes... 


An innocent victim of a fiendish 
plot, Margaret Lindsay, featured 
in Warner Bros. Clue Club 
mystery, “The Florentine Dag- 
ger,” yearns for vindication. It’s 
playing at the_____--------- Theatre. 


Mat No. 3—10c 
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The Curse Of The Borgias 








They are but dust in the tombs, yet from the very grave this family 


still brings doom and disaster. 


Its Florentine dagger still kills. 


Beautiful Margaret Lindsay stands accused of the murder of her 
own father. Did she do it? Or did Donald Woods commit this 
atrocious crime planned in the Middle Ages and executed in 1935? 
Both are featured in “The Florentine Dagger,” in which Robert 
Barrat (right) and C. Aubrey Smith also appear. It’s at the 


__...... Theatre. 


Mat No. 5—20c 


ON THE CAST 


a 
Donald Woods Gets 
First Real Thrills 
In Motion Pictures 


Donald Woods, who plays the 
leading role in the Warner Bros. 
production, “The Florentine Dag- 
ger,” the Clue Club mystery 
which comes to the 
Theatre on 





, asserts 


DONALD 
WOODS 
appear- 
ing in 
“The 


Florentine 


Theatre. 
Mat No. 2 
—10¢ 





nothing ever happened to him 
until he went to Hollywood and 
motion pictures. 

Then, he says, things started 
happening. 

In his first picture after sign- 
ing a contract with Warner 
Bros., “Fog Over Frisco,’ Woods 
was unceremoniously “dunked,” 
for picture purposes, in San 
Francisco bay, then was more or 
less thoroughly beaten up three 
times, also for picture purposes, 
by thugs. 

Since then, he avers, life has 
been just one explosion after an- 
other. 

Prior to entering pictures, 
Woods worked for several years 
in stock companies. Before en- 
tering stock, he says, about the 
only exciting incident in his life 
was the time he broke his nose 
school football 
game. 

In “The Florentine Dagger,” 
Woods has the role of a brilliant 
playwright and descendant of 
the murderous Borgias. 

The picture is one of the most 
baffling murder mystery dramas 
ever screened. It was written by 
Ben Hecht, famous author of 
“Scarface,” “Hallelujah, I’m A 
Bum,” “Turn Back the Clock” 
and many others. 

It is enacted by a talented cast 
which includes besides Woods, 
Margaret Lindsay, ©. Aubrey 
Smith, Henry O’Neill, Robert 
Barrat and Florence Fair. Rob- 
ert Florey directed the produc- 
tion from the screen adaptation 
by Tom Reed, screen writer. 


PRODUCTION STORY 
r 


Actress Fearing 
Gats, Works With 
Toothless Feline 


Because a trained movie cat 
had been in an automobile acci- 
dent and had Jost its teeth, Mar- 
garet Lindsay, Warner Bros. fea- 
tured actress, was calm and eol- 
lected during the production of 





“The Florentine Dagger,” the 
Clue Club mystery drama, which 
COMES oO Vthe tae Theatre 
fo) (Weeden et aa te aaeee 


afraid of cats, especially big 
black cats. She wouldn’t carry a 
eat for anything, she says. 

Hoever, her role in “The Flor- 
entine Dagger” called for her to 
carry a big black cat through 
an entire sequence. Politely, she 
told Director Robert Florey that 
she wouldn’t carry a cat unless 
it was stuffed. 

Anxious to keep peace, Florey 
located a eat without teeth. To 
prove this to Miss Lindsay, a 
couple of technicians assisted by 
Donald Woods, leading man in 
the pieture, held the cat and dis- 
played thé absence of teeth. With 
this assurance on the part of the 
staff, Miss Lindsay gritted her 
own teeth and carried the eat. 

In “The Florentine Dagger,” 
Miss Lindsay has the role of a 
dramatic actress who is accused 
of killing her father. 

The picture is a melodramatic 
thriller written by the famous 
author, Ben Hecht. 

There is a talented cast which 
includes besides Miss Lindsay, 
Donald Woods, C. Aubrey Smith, 
Henry O’Neill, Robert Barrat 
and Florence Fair. 


C. Aubrey Smith Pays 
Chauffeur’s Mortgage 





C. Aubrey Smith who has the 
role of a psychiatrist in the War- 
ner Bros. mystery drama, “The 
Florentine Dagger,” now showing 
PEP C1 ye eI a Sate Theatre, under 
the auspices of the Clue Club, 
is held by his fellow players as 
one of the kindest hearted men 
in Hollyood. 

They tell the story, about him 
that when his chauffeur was 
about to be evicted from his 
home on a mortgage action in- 
volving $3,000, he quietly paid 
it off himself. The story leaked 
out later. 





OPENING DAY STORY 


co 
Glue Glub Murder 
Mystery Film Opens 
Today at ______- 


“The Florentine Dagger,’ War- 





ner Bros. new murder mystery 
melodrama, produced under the 
auspices of the Clue Club, opens 


Uist NG. erway as Theatre today 


The picture deals with the mur- 
der of a theatrical producer with 
both his daughter, who is the star 
of a play in his theatre, and the 


playwright suspected of the 
crime. 

The playwright, a descendant 
of the murderous Borgias is torn 
with doubt as to whether he com- 
mitted the crime or not. He also 
is in a quandary as to whether 
the star of the play, the woman 
he loves, may have done it. 

There is a talented cast with 
Donald Woods in the role of the 
playwright and descendant of the 
Borgias, Margaret Lindsay as the 
star of the play and the sweet- 
heart of Woods. 

Henry O’Neill has the role of 
the theatrical producer with C. 
Aubrey Smith as a psychiatrist, 
who with the wily police captain, 
Robert Barrat, eventually solves 
the crime, in one of the strang- 
est and most exciting climaxes 
on record. 

Others in the cast include Flor- 
ence Fair, Frank Reicher, Charles 
Judels, Rafaela Ottiano, Paul 
Poreasi, EHily Malyon, Egon 
Brecher and Henry Kolker. 

The picture has an interesting 
background in Italy and Vienna. 
Robert Florey directed the pro- 
duction from the screen play by 
Tom Reed, based on the story by 
the famous author, Ben Hecht. 


Baffled 





Donald Woods is struggling to 
believe Margaret Lindsay is in- 
nocent. But you must see them 
in “The Florentine Dagger,” the 
Warner Bros. Clue Club mystery 
coming to the Theatre. 


Mat No. 4—10c 





New Mystery Drama 
By Famous Author 





Ben Hecht, famous magazine 
writer, novelist and playwright, 
wrote the Warner Bros. latest 
mystery thriller, “The Florentine 
Dagger,” which the Clue Club 
selected as its third picture, 
which comes jtoctheisy. 6-9 1c. 
RC ALTes OM. sos ree , directly 
for the screen. 

Among Hecht’s numerous sereen 
plays are such pictures as “Scar- 
face,” “Halleljuah, ’m A Bum,” 
“Turn Back the Clock” and 
“Crime Without Passion.” He 
collaborated with Charles Mace- 
Arthur. in “The Front Page.” 





REVIEW 
+ 


Big Hit Scored at 
Strand Premiere of 
‘Florentine Dagger’ 


Ben Hecht, long famous as a 
writer of bizarre and unusual nov- 
els and film plays, a list which 
includes such works as “Scar- 
face,” “Front Page,” “Crime With- 
out Passion” and many others, has 
scored again, with the weirdest 
most baffling mystery story of his 
career, “The Florentine Dagger,” 
which opened locally at the...... 
Theatre last night. 

The Clue Club selected this 
story for the third picture to be 
produced by Warner Bros. under 
its auspices, and again this or- 
ganization of mystery fans has 
made an admirable selection. The 
audience shivered and thrilled, as 
the strange and unusual romance 
was unfolded by an all star cast 
headed by Donald Woods: and 
Margaret Lindsay. 

A theatrical producer, whose 
daughter is the star of one of 
his plays, is murdered with an 
ancient Florentine dagger sim- 
ilar to one used in the show. The 
tragedy followed an altercation 
with the author of the play, who 
was in love with the actress. 

It happened that the young 
author was a descendant of the 
notorious family of Borgia, that 
noble medieval group which pois- 
oned its enemies and frequently 
turned its killing propensities on 
one another. The young dramatist 
suffered from the belief that he 
had inherited these murderous 
traits, and was afraid he might, 
unconsciously, have killed the 
father of the girl he loved. Nor 
was he sure that the girl herself, 
hypnotized by the role she por- 
trayed, may not have wielded the 
weapon. 

Each confesses to the crime to 
shield the other, and the mystery 
grows until it is explained in a 
most startling and unexpected 
climax. 

Usually the romantic lead in 
a mystery thriller gets little or 
no opportunity to strut his act- 
ing stuff—if he has it. But Don- 
ald Woods last night gave the 
audience a startling portrayal as 
a sensitive, tortured young man, 
enamored of a beautiful girl, yet 
horrified at the consequences of 
this love. 

The intensity and genuine pas- 
sion which he brought to the 
role will unquestionably give him 
a secure place among the mortal 
“immortals” of Hollywood. 

And for Miss Lindsay and her 
gripping depiction of a young 
girl accused of patricide, her 
work stands pre-eminent. She 
treads the cinematic boards with 
dignity and nobility, certain in 
the belief that her innocence will 
emerge and her honor be vindi- 
cated. Her conquest of such a 
difficult and exacting part is a 
notable accomplishment. 

Henry O’Neill is excellent as 
the father, while exceptional work 
is done by C. Aubrey Smith, as 
a doctor, and Robert Barrat as 
the police captain. 











Replica Of Old Borgia 
Castle Built For Film 


Amazing Set Constrireted For Clue Club Mystery 


Drama, “The Florentine Dagger’’ 


A 


VAST, stormy hulk, grim and forbidding, perched 
precariously upon a crag high above the Italian town 
of Rossano, looming blacker against a black night sky. 


Long, dreary hallways, the timbers underfoot creaking 
upon contact with the lightest tread. Winding staircases 
festooned with age-old cobwebs. 

A vast reception hall, its beauty 
and magnificence visible through 
the dust and grime of centuries. 
gravestone, a 


A tremendous 


MARG- 
ARET 
LINDSAY 
in “The 
Florentine 
Dagger” 
at the 


Theatre. 
Mat No. 1 
—10c 





monstrous monument to the hor- 
rible deaths caused by the Bor- 


gias. 
Such was the outline of sets 
provided Art Directors Anton 


Grot and Carl Jules Weyl for the 
Warner Bros. picture, “The Flor- 
entine Dagger,” the Clue Club 
selection which comes to the 

PR CURC ALTO On eo tit ee 

Grot and Wey! have produced 
what authorities described as one 
of the most amazing series of sets 
ever to fill a sound stage at the 
Warner Bros. studios. 

Dark, dank, dungeon-like rooms 
that fairly spoke of age; groan- 
ing staircases, magnificent crystal 
chandeliers and ceiling-high mir- 
rors reflecting the glory—and the 
wickedness—of the renaissance, 
are all there. 

A mask shop with death-like 
reproductions of the features of 
those who strode the bleak halls 
and magnificent chambers of the 
Borgia castle. Bed chambers 
abounding with age-old tapestries. 


Goblets from which enemies of 
the Borgias—and the Borgias 
themselves—quaffed the poison 


potions of their own manufacture. 

A thousand-and-one incidentals 
as strange, even to a motion pic- 
ture studio, as they would have 
been to the average man in the 
street. 

One of the greatest problems 
with which the art directors had 
to deal were furnishings for these 





amazing sets. They combed librar- 
ies patiently, seeking out rare 
prints from which they eopied the 
massive chairs and tables of the 
period. They read long, involved 
descriptions of the times, so that 
their handiwork might be authen- 
tie. 

The castle was simple by com- 
parison, but considerable imagina- 
tive genius was required within 
its grim, gaunt walls. 

Portraits of the Borgias were 
reproduced, then aged by a proc- 
ess frequently employed by film 
studios. A massive Borgia bull 
was earved by skilled artisans 
for seenic effect. 

A courtyard filled with broken, 
scattered statuary which carried 
out the feeling of great age. 
Faded frescoes on the walls, moss- 
covered flagstones. Grey stone 
everywhere, cold, depressing. 

Numerous modern sets, depict- 
ing interiors and exteriors of an 
inn and a railroad depot at the 
little Italian village of Rossano, 
also were planned by and erected 
under the direction of Grot and 
Weyl. For although much of the 
action of the startling mystery 
drama takes place in the Borgia 
castle, it depicts modern times. 

“The Florentine Dagger” is a 
baffling murder mystery drama 
written by the famous author, 
Ben Hecht. The slain man’s own 
daughter is arrested for the crime, 
although her lover, a descendant 
of the famous Borgias, thinks he 
may have done it. 

How the good services of a 
famous psychiatrist were enlisted 
by a eaptain of detectives who 
refused to believe the lover’s con- 
fession, and how the solution of 
the crime revealed a victim of 
the slain man’s torture make an 
enthralling and gripping angle 
to an unusual story. 

The cast includes Donald 
Woods, Margaret Lindsay, C. 
Aubrey Smith, Henry O’Neill, 
Robert Barrat and Florence Fair. 
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PRODUCTION DETAILS 





Stars of New Thriller 





Margaret Lindsay, who is featured with Donald Woods (center) in 
Warner Bros.’ Clue Club baffler, “The Florentine Dagger,” looks 


unflinchingly at the stern visage of Henry O'Neill. 


attraction at the 


Mat No. 


Donald Woods Extra 
In “Jazz Singer’ 





Donald 


romantie 


Woods, 
lead in 


who has the 
the 
Bros. production, “The Florentine 
to the 


Warner 


Dagger,’ which comes 
ER caae ag. theatre on 
made his first appearance in pic- 
tures as an extra in “The Jazz 
Singer,” which starred Al Jolson. 
After .that the went on the 


stage with a stock company and 


played in stock until a year ago. 
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“THE FLORENTINE DAGGER” 
by Ben Hecht 
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Theatre. 
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No Cosmetics Used 
by Miss Lindsay 


Margaret Lindsay, who has the 
leading feminine role in the War- 
ner Bros. murder mystery thrill- 
er, “The Florentine Dagger,” 
which comes to the 





clearest complexions of any Hol- 
lywood star. 

She says she has never used 
any cosmetics, but does believe 
in soap and water. 
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THE STORY 


In the veins of Juan Cesare 
Borgia, young dramatic author 
of today, flows a trace of the 


blood of the terrible and murder- 
ous Borgia family. 

Juan Cesare (Donald Woods) 
loves and wants to marry Flor- 
ence Ballau (Margaret Lindsay), 
beautiful young actress who is 
playing the part of Lucrezia 
Borgia in a play Juan has writ- 
ten. In this play, she stabs to 
death with an ancient Florentine 
dagger. 

Florence’s father, Victor Bal- 
lau (Henry O’Neill), is the pro- 
ducer of the play. Juan Cesare 
asks to wed his daughter, but he 
refuses, for several reasons. He 
intimates there is some mystery 
about Florence and also fears the 
Borgia blood in Juan Cesare. 

Returning to the theatre to 
break the bad news to Florence, 
Juan Cesare is informed she had 
started for home, on the plea of 
illness. Cesare returns to the Bal- 
lau home, to get the shocking 
news that Florence’s father has 
been slain with a Florentine dag- 
ger! 

Had he, Juan, in his haze period, 
committed the erime himself — 
maybe impelled by the refusal 
of Florence’s hand in marriage, 
and again influenced by the Bor- 
gia blood? He does not know. 

Had Florence, under the semi- 
hypnotic spell the theatre put 
upon her, wielded the ancient 
weapon? Juan could not answer 
that, either. To save her, he con- 
fesses the killing. But the police 
would not accept the confession; 
especially doubtful was _ the 
shrewd police captain (Robert 
Barrat). Florence is the one who 
is taken to prison. 

Under the hypnotie influence 
of Dr. Lytton (C. Aubrey Smith), 


Florence reveals that she saw the=— 


killing of her father, but will 
not tell who committed the act. 

The police learn that Ballau 
had married an actress named 
Floria Bancroft, knowing that 
the child she was about to have 
was not his but another man’s. 
Then after the birth of the child, 
he had ruined the mother’s stage 
career. 

It proves that it was Teresa 
(Florence Fair), the housekeep- 
er, whd had stabbed her husband 
because he refused to grant Flor- 
ence the happiness of becoming 
Cesare’s bride. 

Teresa plunges the Florentine 
dagger into her own heart a mo- 
ment after she has blessed the 
young lovers. 
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Donald Woods-—Margaret Lindsay 
C. Aubrey Smith-—Henry O’Neill 
Herman Bing—Robert Barrat 
Directed by Robert Florey 
A Warner Bros. 
Productions Corporation 
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Florence Fair works through- 
out the Warner Bros. mystery 


drama, “The Florentine Dagger,” 


which comes to the... 2.0 002s. 
‘BhieatTrelona. sey me a , under the 
auspices of the Clue Club with- 
out once showing her face. That 
is, her real face. 

She plays the part of the wife 
of a theatrical producer (Henry 
O’Neill) who imposes a_house- 
keeper role on her because he 
hates her. In order to keep her 
identity secret, she wears a flesh 
colored mask, 
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ADVERTISING 





EATRE 


Mat No. 22—10c 





Mat No. 17—10c 





A trail of clues that leads back thru the ages — back to 
the terror-ridden reign of the bloody Borgias — as the 
police seek the solution to this diabolic murder plan- 


ned in the Middle Ages and committed in 1935! 


THE FLOREA 


DAG 


A Warner Bros. picture with 


DONALD WOODS 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
C. AUBREY SMITH-HENRY 
O'NEILL - ROBERT BARRAT 
















It’s all the sensa- 
tion you’d expect 
when BEN HECHT 
WRITES A CLUE 
CLUB THRILLER! 
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408 Lines Mat No. 19—-30c 





i 


A DAGGER STAINED WITH THE BLOOD 
OF CENTURIES ... IN THE HANDS OF 
A MAN WHO WAS BORN TO KILL! 





Famous Ben Hecht’s sensational story of 
the last of the Borgias—picked by the 
Clue Club as the thriller of the month! 


A Warner Bros. picture 


wt DONALD 


WOODS 


MARGARET 


LINDSAY. 


C. AUBREY SMITH 
HENRY O’NEILLE 87 Lines 
ROBERT BARRAT 


THEATRE 


378 Lines Mat No. 14—30c 


Mat No. 10—10c 





«es -PLUNGED 
TO THE HILT 
in Terrifying 
Mystery!... 


Ben Hecht’s 


A Warner Bros. 
picture with 





112 Lines Mat No. 21—20c 
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ADVERTISING 


THE MASTERY OF BEN HECHT! 
Y OF THE MONTH! 
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THE® 
‘FLORENTINE 


author of “Front Page’, LIN D S AY 


“Twentieth Century’, 
DONALD 


and “Viva Villa”, con- WwW Oo Oo D S 


tributes his first great 
C. AUBREY SMITH 
mystery tale to the ROBERT BARRAT 





CLUE CLUB! .. . HENRY O'NEILL 


T.. A EAT ROE 


206 Lines Mat No. 23—20c 
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Mat No. 18—20c 


BEN HECHT-AND THE CLUE CLUB 


The dynamic author of 
“Front Page” and “Scarface” 
joining forces with the 
country’s foremost thrill- 
collectors—to bring you the 


MYSTERY OFTHE MONTH! 





Mat No. 11—20c 





ADVERTISING 


THE LAST OF THE CRIME OF 


THE BLOODY THE CENTURIES! 
BORGIAS | Planned in the Middle 


Ages! Committed in 1935! 
ST RI KES Is the last of the Bloody 
In the Third Borgias guilty of the diabolic 
Great CLUE CLUB 
Mystery! Ben Hecht’s 
fantastic thriller filmed 
by the master makers 
of screen mysteries... 


killing his murderous ances- 
tors plotted 300 years ago?... 


A Warner Bros. picture with 


DONALD WOODS 
‘MARGARET LINDSAY 


Cc. AUBREY SMITH 


A Warner Bros. picture with 


DONALD WOODS 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
C. AUBREY SMITH e HENRY 
O’NEILL e ROBERT BARRAT 


THEATRE 


176 Lines Mat No. 13—20c 
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A DAGGER STAINED WITH THE BLOOD OF CENTURIES 


Ben Hecht’s 





54 Lines Mat No. 9—20c 58 Lines Mat No. 8—20c 
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FLORENTINE 


DAGGER 


A Warner Brox. picture with 
DONALD WOODS 
MARGARET LINDSAY 


20 Lines Mat No. 15—10Oc 
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38 Lines Mat No. 20—10c 
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ACCESSORIES 


PRICES 


“The More You Buy— 
the Less It Costs’’ 





1-SHEETS 


15e each 
13c each 
lle each 


3-SHEETS 


40c each 
36c each 


6-SHEETS 
75e each 
70c each 
65c each 


” DOHALD WOODS 


A WARNER BROL Psdittinn Coat Bir 





1-SHEET, WINDOW CARD, WINDOW CARDS 
MIDGET WINDOW CARD 





INSERT CARD 





25c each 3-SHEET 


22c each 
50 to 99 20c each 
100 and over 18c each 


ASK YOUR EXCHANGE 
FOR A SAMPLE OF 
THE HERALD! 


HERALDS 


1M to 4M $3.00 per M 
5M and over. 2.75 per M 


LOBBY DISPLAYS 


11 x 14 Photos____75c a set 
(8 in set—colored) 

22 x 28 Photos___80c a set 
(2 in set—colored) 

Slides 15c each 


BEN HECHT WRITES THE MYSTERY OF THE 
MONTH ---FOR THE CLUE CLUB 
Cun 


Campaign Plans, Gratis 


A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 
—  Didtetesl iy ROBERT FLOREY 


These Prices Apply 
to the U.S. Only 





Seven ‘Short?’ Ways To A Perfect Program 


ONE AND TWO-REELERS BY VITAPHONE ... CAREFULLY SELECTED TO BALANCE YOUR SHOW 


“BUDDY’S THEATRE” 
—‘Looney Tunes,” (7 
minutes). Buddy, as the 
impresario of a movie 
house, gives an hilarious 
performance in this 
laugh cartoon. No. 9704 


SHEMP HOWARD and 
DAPHNE POLLARD 
in ‘*‘HIS FIRST 
FLAME” — “Big V 
Comedy,” (19 minutes). 
Two madcap comics in a 
comedy about an inven- 
tive fireman and _ his 


dumb bride. No. 9211 


“BILLY HILL”? — “Pep- 
OLGA BACLANOVA in P 


“THE SINGING SIL- 
HOUETTE”’ —“Broad- 
way Brevity,” (20 min- 
utes). This international 


per Pot.” (10 minutes). 
His most famous songs 
are sung by well-known 
stars of radio and stage 


star in a musical com- 
edy of exciting surprises. 
No. 9130 


in an interesting story- 
setting. No. 9617 





“EGGS MARK THE SPOT,” with LEE BARNEY RAPP and HIS NEW ENG- “I HAVEN’T GOT A HAT” — “Merrie 
SIMS, ILOMAY BAILEY, 3X SIS- LANDERS with CACKLES 0’NEIL— Melodies,” (7 minutes). An amusing car- 


“Melody Master,” (10 minutes). New ‘ : me 
TERS, RAMONA and others—“Pep- Baga cs nopul i Goad slaving the lates toon in color with plenty of music in the 


per Pot,” (11 minutes). Stars of radio and dance hits plus the dancing of Cackles background. _Nno. 9805 
stage in a novel comedy. _no. 9618 O'Neil. No. 9909 
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